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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


PASSE IAR INE: 


. Upon secret orders from the Sovtet “4litary Administration in Karishorsat the 
Refchsbahndireltion bevan neking plans in September 194% for the relocation, 
expansion and overall maintenance of the telephone network in the area bet een 
Berlin and the 'lestern Zone border, the network known as the "Basa system”. 
‘Ingle several Teichsbahndirektionen vere involved, that of Magdeburg was given 
overall responsibility for effecting the relaying of cables. The Maedebure 
office is under President Fehse (fmu), wio is a former accountant. 


2, The official reason given for the planned chanzes is to increase the safety of 
the system through modernizations the real reason, supposedly known only to the 
Soviet and Reichsbahn authorities irmediately concerned, is the planned discon- 
necting of the ‘Jestern Sectors of Berlin from the Neiehbahn telephone network, 
thus severing direct telephone connection between these sectors and the Jestern 
Zone. 


3, The Soviets orivtinally set 1 Aucust 1949 as the conmristion date for the changes, 
bot this date covtd not be met and was subsequently extended to 1 Septenbor 1949. 


ho The work seredule for the changes is divided into Stages A through F: 


a. Stare As 


. Dismantling of the present telephone central office in the Reichsbahndirektion 
in Berlin and its reinstallation in a newly-constructed roon wurler the axpress 
train platform at the Schlesischer Bahnhof. The ew central office will be 
called "Basa Osten". This work was in provress as of August 1949. 


b. Stage B: 
Tor the most rart, the lonmdistance cables in the network run in duets alont 
the Teichsautobahnen from the various Reichsdirektionen to Berlin. The cables 
meet in the Brandenburger Dreicck northyest of Potsdam and run fron there in 


a tram cable line alone the railroad bed of the railroad line Grosskreuz- 
‘grderPotsdan-lleufinkenkrur-Spandau-Stadtbahn-Anhalter Bahnhof, and from the 
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last-named to ths telephone central office in the Rejehsbahndirektion 

in Berlin-Sech8nebarg. Stage B will chance this course and new cables 

will be laid to run from the Brandenturrer Dreieck, where there is a 

cable house with a booster insteliation, alone the Antobahn Gross-Berliner 
Rinesfidseite in an easterly direction to Zeutheng from here on tho cables 
follow the railroad bed on the line Kéniesuusterhausen-Bevlin aml Jead via 
Treptow-Stidrine-Stadtbaha to the Sechlesiccher Bahnhof, where they lead in- 

to the new telephone office, This, the cable house at Brandenburrer Dreiec': 
is the most vulnerable point of the Reichabahn ionr—listance cable network 

in the part of tha Tastern Zone lying west of Berlin. ‘Men all the changes 

in the network are completed it will be possible to disconnect the trank 

Lins to Berlin-Schénebarg at the Brandenburrer Dreieck, thus severing Reichs= 
bahn telephona connections bet:sen tha Yestern Sectors of Berlin and the Usst= 
ern. Gone. The new Reichsbahn cable trun line te "Basy Osten"can be connected 
at the sane point. ; 


Hla 


Replacenont of worn-out cables on the secondary sections of the network. 
This work is 80 percent completed. 


Stave D: 


installation of diseormecting stations along all Antobahnen that have lone 


distance cable duetu. These stations are roons throurh which the cable 
lines run, wiih the controls so arranged that individual cable cords or the 
whole line mey ba disconnected. Similar stations are being installed in each 
railroad station for disconnecting lines that run alonr railroad tracks. 
This work is 70 rercent completed. 


Stare Es 


installation of contre] stations at the noarest point before lines cross in- 
to the Weatern Gone, These stations are located about one kilometer from 
the zonax border and ere in effect cable houses through which the l4inos pause 
enclosed in lesd couplings. This stage has already been completed. The 
Rerlin-Stendal--Obisfelde-llannover-Kéln caie foes throurch to Sbisfolde, 
where it leads to 4 cable distributing or disconnertine room. 


Inspection and nodernization of the tuo nest important Reichsbahn long-distance 
cable junction points. These points, both of which have booster installations, 
are iocated In Nermsderf, southeast of Erfurt, and in Dessau. This wrk is now 
70 percent com leted. 


52 Ali the cables involved in the above operation: are Purin telephone enables, 120 
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